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August 13, 2009

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

It was a pleasure to meet you during your recent trip to Washington State. | hope
you enjoyed traveling around our state and learning more about our highways, rail,
transit and ferry systems.

On behalf of WASHTO | want to say that we are committed to working with
USDOT and Congress to secure a federal surface transportation bill that
incorporates highways, transit, passenger rail, and high-speed rail as approaches
to reducing congestion and the safe, efficient movement of people and goods. All
modes of transportation will continue to play an important role in meeting current
and future transportation needs in both urban and rural areas of western states.

As your team begins to detail your legislative proposals, we wish to express a
concern that the House’s Surface Transportation Authorization Act as currently
drafted is focused more on addressing urban transportation needs and on transit
and non-motorized modes. Western states’ population growth will greatly outpace
the nation’s for many decades, and our interstates and highways provide the
transportation corridors necessary for meeting the nation’s current and future
needs in a global economy.

In that same vein, the bill as drafted would reduce a state’s flexibility to make
modal, project and program funding decisions that best reflect each state’s unique
needs. The national transportation agenda cannot be focused on metropolitan
areas to the disadvantage of rural areas, and cannot be focused on transit to the
disadvantage of highways. Further, the federal investment in transportation must
not harm rural areas of our country, but must aid them as well.

WASHTO shares the House’s, and USDOT's, commitment to performance-driven
management. From what many of us have learned in our own experience and
from other countries that have successful used performance management
programs, we believe that any processes and targets should be state-based and
developed in a partnership between federal, state and local transportation
authorities. The federal government should provide direction and policy priorities
but targets and metrics should reflect the unique needs of individual states and
regions.



For more information about our concerns please see the attached resolution, which was
adopted with near unanimous consent. We are ready and willing to work with you on
these and other issues. If you have any questions please contact me at (360) 705-7054.

Sincerely,

Paula Hammond,
Secretary of Transportation

PH:

cc: John Horsley, AASHTO



